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with Sri Sankara’s Bhashya — English Translation 
by Sriman R. Ananthakrishna Sastry. 

(Adyar Press, Madras ) 



Greatness of Vishnu Sahasranama. 
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As the Geetha is the quintessence of the that it is an incoherent narration, I would 

Vedas and Upanishads, the Sahasranama is place before them for their consideration that 

another reflection of them in a different form, the whole of the Sahasranama is a conversa- 

preachmg Dharma. What e manthras 5 and * sutras ’ tiona] discussion ( #^) between Bhishma and 

proclaim there, the c namas ’ in the Sahasranama ; f Yudhistira and the apparent lack of continuity 
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fe R^maysna* is depicted This j D turn means that He is g5*grcr: (393) having 

as the yer^ ; ^iph 0 dii^nt ?of tSatya and £3harma. auspicious and benevolent look. Likewise 

Similarly in the Sahasranama,. Rama’s ijame is n&t«r;r: qsi S i^ qn etc. are to be considered 

followed by a train of his virtues climaxing with synonymous with | 

Valmiki’s very attributes of Rama. 
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earlier let the opening context be recalled, namely &o easy of aptproaek^i^ 1 * 
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appearec for the first time with word *5Rtf nama where it is said ^rr 
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nama will remember that in the prelude it is said enlightening place in the Vishnu Sahasraaama. 
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Visvam. So this Trinity alone is often used ia 
the place of the seven for convenience and 
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reciter it may look a jumble of words. Firstly, .one is firmly tethered to the post of Dharma — 

a PP ears alone. When it comes next, it brings -when one is firmly guided by Dharma, he gets 

3jsr. along with it.^ And on its third return it ■ \ prosperity— Lakshmih. Sri Shankara interprets 

takes in addition to ggr: 1 ILakshraih as arm^Kir* i. e., knowledge of Athmaa, 
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dwells. Here the amrgr: Krishna is measured to 
His full length. 
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chief shepherd ^ssg: I ffe even played and 
romped among cowherd boys on the barren sands 
and tended cattle in the green pastures on the 
banks of Yamuna H 1 By the same token. 
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